N

Ve

. =

\

A
L A\
B e v

Basswood Lake Conservation Reserve
March 25, 2018 — By Chuck Miller

On a crisp and sunny early spring day it was a joy to see a functioning ecosystem with evidence of deer,
wolves, bobcats, racoons, porcupines, bald eagles, and ravens.

There was evidence of all these creatures around the Basswood Lake Conservation Reserve. The
conservation reserve is 149 hectares (370 acres) in size and is located on the northeast shore of Basswood
Lake — 16 km northeast of Thessalon, Ontario. The reserve joins onto forested lands on the west, north
and east and Big Basswood Lake on the south. Traveling in the reserve by snowshoe is relatively easy as the
well-marked Voyageur Trail crosses through the reserve. Off trail travel is through open hardwoods of hard
maple, soft maple and poplar; and the reserve signature species red oak — white pine mixed wood.
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The day started with a 5.6 km drive up the Melwel Road — a trip best
taken at slow speed to avoid the deer along the road. Deer trail criss-
cross the reserve. Along the trail we came upon a shed deer antler that
that had been gnawed on. The snow was old and crusty — some animal
tracks had melted out making them larger than life size and confusing to
identify.

Two porcupines were lazily shredding the branches off a perhaps 100
year old hemlock tree.



Fifteen naturalists were on the
snowshoe trek. We stopped for lunch
in a sheltered spot just before
heading off trail to Basswood Lake.
We came across more porcupine
activity in a sunny hollow.

As we ventured to southwest — we reached the west boundary of
the reserve where some logging had occurred. We continued
south to Basswood Lake where there were at least three deer kill
sites (likely by wolves). A canine (wolf or coyote?) was running
down the lake — Val Walker was able to snap a photo so we may
find out what it was.

The deer kill sites were diners for ravens and bald eagles which
were both present. Eagles often nest near areas of early spring
food supply — so keep an eye for an eagle’s nest this summer.
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Our return snowshoe took us east for a short distance along
Basswood Lake before turning northeast and traveling diagonally back to the Voyageur Trail and our
original two porcupines in a hemlock tree. The temperature was rising, jackets were shed and the snow
crust began to melt. We finished up the day at the Carolyn Beach Inn Restaurant (which graciously opened

early to let us in) on the shores of the North Channel of Lake Huron for coffee and treats.
Photos by Chuck Miller & Val Walker




