Sault Naturalist Executive Meeting

May 1, 2008

7:10 pm.

The meeting was held at The Civic Centre, Sault Ste. Marie Ontario

Attendance: Dave Euler, Carl Linhart, Jeanne Mannesto, Gail Andrew, Betty and Gerry Bennett, Chuck Bosley, Robert D. Cohen, Helen Hutchinson, John Lehman, Tony Walker, Valerie Walker.

Business arising from the minutes:

· Publicity:  Tony Walker reported that Gladys’ article is on its way to Ontario Nature.


· Move to accept minutes by Tony, seconded by John Lehman.




New business:


· Membership:  Betty Bennett reported that there is one new member.  She stated that there are a number of outstanding memberships. She will be sending email reminders to these members who haven’t yet renewed
.


· Programs:  John Lehman brought up the May 6 general meeting.  Dave is to pick up Jennifer Baker at the airport and go to the Sault Star for an interview.  
Deane Greenwood is scheduled to make a presentation at the Jan. 13, 2009 general meeting. 
Future possibilities are: Ian Ludgate, Manager of Dennison Environmental at Elliot Lake on “Remediation of Mines in Elliot Lake” and Mike Flanagan on “International Climate of Change.”



· Awards: John reported that they (the committee) presented our award to the biology winner Jennifer Johnson at Lake State. (Dave commented that the newspaper account was very well done.)  Biology actually has two seminars, one in the fall as well.  
Val mentioned that Don Hall’s class at Sault College has a presentation of research projects which might merit an award (to be considered for future action).
Dave wondered if we could offer an award at Algoma University as well. To be discussed with Sue Meades (future action).
· Outings:  Val reported that there is an attempt being made to organize a hike for National Hike Day to raise funds for the hospice. They are short of funds. 
Dave reminded us of the Saturday morning bird walk to be led by David Bell.


· Ontario Nature:  Dave attended a regional meeting by telephone conference to coordinate the activities of member clubs. There are a number of ambitious projects such as the one of the Nippissing Naturalists’ Endangered Species project. Next conference to be held in November in Thunder Bay.
He brought up the new Ontario Species at Risk Act (June 30) and questioned what our club might do.

· Marsh Monitoring, Michigan:  Chuck Bosley reported that volunteers are much needed. The program is under Bird Studies Canada. Amphibians and Birds are targeted. He is to go the Wisconsin for an indoctrination meeting. 

· Atlas: Under the aegis of the Michigan DNR there has been a long term Herpetology Monitoring Program still under way.


· Michigan Safe Passage Act: Jeanne Mannesto is to look into this to see if we might write a letter or be involved in some other way.


· Platform:  PRAC to go to City Council May 12 for approval. We are to sign a Memo of Understanding agreement with the city. The agreement will specify a maximum labour cost. The city to accept all liability, comply with building codes and perform continued maintenance on the structure.  We will pay for materials and labour.
Deane Greenwood will be making the sign for the Conservation Authority.


	CIBC Operating Acc. (CAD)
	$13,340.58

	General Funds 
	3,610.66

	Platform Project
	9,729.92

	
	

	Huntington Bank (USD)
	1,435.78

	
	

	GIC’s  (CAD)   #1(due Nov.20/08
	3,586.36

	                #2(due June 13/08
	1,829.90


· Treasurers report submitted by Gail Andrew:

· Publicity:  John has posted about 20 of our posters.  A copy was emailed to all members of the executive.


· Club Logo: Helen Hutchinson stated that Graham and (her granddaughter) Aja would be submitting an idea for a new club logo at our June meeting.


· Outings:  Tony reported that the annual Whitefish Pte. outing took place. It was very cold and windy. Apparently there is no waterfowl counter this year. There was only one hawk counter on the platform.
Betty stated that we can do our Wishart Park clean up at any time now. She is to email us when the weather is suitable.

· Awards: Gail reported that for the Science Fair there will be two $50.00 awards commemorating Gary Rahn.

Adjournment: 8:15 pm.

robertD
Robert D. Cohen, acting secretary
� Correction: These email notices have been sent out.
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