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Sault Naturalists Executive Minutes

October 9, 2008

7:00 pm.

The meeting was held at the Civic Centre, Sault Ste. Marie Ontario.

Attendance: Dave Euler, Jeanne Mannesto, Gail Andrew, Robert D. Cohen, Graham Hussey, Helen Hutchinson, John Lehman, Harvey Robbins, Tony Walker, and Valerie Walker.

Business arising from the minutes:

· Club Logo:  Graham Hussey, a graphic designer who works for Lucidia Studios, made a presentation of a new logo that he had designed for us. Comments were favorable. The group thought that it would modernize our image. A suggestion was made that the green part of the image be brightened a little. Graham stated that this was what he had intended. This proof wasn’t representative. He said that he would improve this for the presentation to the club next Tuesday. Graham stated that he was doing this for the club and did not expect to be paid.
ACTION: Dave Euler to write him a thank you note, extending his membership  an additional year:




Graham Hussey




122 Henrietta Ave.




Sault Ste. Marie ON P6C 1Z5


Dave had to leave as he had pressing business. He turned the meeting over to Vice President Jeanne Mannesto.

· Outings: Val Walker reported that the hike on International Hike Day had been cancelled.


· Bluebird box trail: Helen Hutchinson reported that monitoring required considerable effort but she thought that it was worth the effort. However, she wondered if next year someone who lived nearer, in the Sylvan Valley, might find the job somewhat easier.


· Bird guiding:  Tony Walker spent a day with two ladies from NYC. They were very appreciative of his efforts. He mentioned that he advised them on binocular usage and field guide choices as well as taking them to the hot birding spots. They wished to repeat the outing in the spring. 

June 5 minutes approved. Moved by Tony Walker, seconded by John 
Lehman.

New Business:


· Programs: John Lehman reported that our programs are set up to next September.  
Mike Flanagan is the presenter for our annual meeting in February.  He was a member of a committee (The International Committee on Climate Change) that shared the 2007 Nobel Peace prize, with Al Gore. 
John thinks that our December program will be of interest to all. Nature themes presented musically and in poetry.
Planning for our annual meeting will start in November.
He reported that he does not as yet have the Bennett’s new email address.


· Outings: Val Walker stated that Dec.15 will be the deadline for the new outings report/ schedule (Jan to April).
Jeanne thought that a program or outing to Grand Marais by Karen Brzys would be interesting. She has written for Michigan Country Lines magazine.
She also wondered if an agate collecting outing to Crysp Point Lighthouse next April might be worthwhile.
Val reported that the joint outing with the North Country Trail Assn. went well. The weather was clear and cool. There will be a November outing with the same group.


· Ontario Nature Northern Regional Conference:   Tony thought that the conference, held this year in Thunder Bay, was interesting and productive.  Member clubs each reported on their recent accomplishments and efforts. He stated that he was impressed with the Thunder Bay Field Naturalists, especially their purchasing of land areas for conservation purposes. They own nine nature reserves for a total of 1000 acres.


· Membership:  As the Bennetts have left town and the membership post was vacant, Harvey Robbins has volunteered his services. Val gave Harvey the membership materials and explained the duties to him. Additionally, she mentioned that our mailbox needs to be emptied on a regular basis.



· Outings:  Val reported that Kay from the North Country Trail Assn. said that the Lucy County Board of Commissioners have “worked extensively” to get the ORVs off the trail, dunes and the shore. Kay wondered if we would express our thanks to her group for their support of the environment. 
POSS. ACTION: She is hoping to get an address or phone number for us.


CIBC Operation A/C (CAD)                                                    $3769.89
General Funds
                2442.94

Platform Project
                1326.95

Huntington Bank (USD)
                1522.78

GIC (CAD)                     #1 (due Nov.20/08)
                3586.36

                                      #2 (due June 15/09)
                2156.76

· Treasure’s report submitted by Gail Andrew:



        She mentioned that we have not donated to the Central United Methodist       Church in Sault Michigan where we hold our meetings in several years. Previously we had donated $50.00 each year. Helen Hutchinson moved that we send $100.00 to them. Seconded by Tony. Motion carried.    

        Re. our new platform: It was not known if we had to pay for the new sign. Additionally it was thought that our new logo should be used if possible.  ACTION: Contact Deanne Greenwood. 



Gail asked if we are going to send money to the Can. Nature Federation as we used to do. To be discussed at our Nov. mtg.

She asked if we wished to roll over the cash in our GIC when it is due in Nov. as we usually do.
John Lehman has paid for our Wiki up to now. Tony moved to pay John $99.50 to cover one year’s cost (Sept. 08 to Sept. 09). Seconded by Gail. Motion carried.
Gail was reimbursed for postage:  $6.13 to cover mailing deposits to the US bank.

· Insurance: Gail reported that we had paid Ontario Nature $560.00 for insurance. It was not understood what this new amount is for. 

ACTION: Tony is to find out.


· Gros Cap: There is a new initiative to purchase Gros Cap Bluffs and make it into a Provincial Park. 
ACTION: Tony is to contact Don Marles.




· Newsletter: John pointed out that, in the absence of a newsletter, the Soo Nat’s Wiki can be used to post most of the information that was formerly in the newsletter. Although “our Wiki is not ideal” for our members that do not have computers, they can for example, access the Wiki in a public library. We need to inform all members how they can submit reports.  Robert moved that John write a letter to members explaining this state of affairs. Seconded by Jeanne. Motion carried.


· Ontario Nature: Gail mentioned that our membership is due. She moved that we pay the $150.00 owing. Seconded by Tony. Motion carried.


Next meeting in November.

Adjournment: 8:36

robertD
Robert D. Cohen, acting secretary

� Dave reported that the cost of the sign at the Bellevue Park platform was included in our agreement. Also, it is too late to add the new club logo as the sign is already made. 
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