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The Saule Ste. Maric arca has 288 species listed on the Birds of Saul
Ste. Marie Checklist’. OF these, 140 are commonly known to breed here. The
ards birds are characteristic of the Boteal Forest, but also include a wide
variety of species common to the Great Lakes—St. Lawrence Forest, However,
these occur ac their orchern limits. Hooded and Golden-winged

Wasblers have been documented, while the Norchern

Cardinal and House Finch have recently established

themselves as residents. Vagrants turn up regularly, ;&
Artwork mostly from the west, and evidence suggests that species
like the Western Kingbird and Red-naped Sapsucker may
have visited here, but these reports remain unconfirmed,
Both the Mountain Chickadee and Brambling have been
10 years and I am confident that
many other opportunities exist in the area to make

Front Cover: Harlequin Duck (Christine Friedrichsmeier),
Inside Cover: Snowy Owl (Ed Czerwinski), p. ii Cardinal, p.1 Black-crowned Night Heron,

p: 3 Northern Saw-whet Owl (C. Friedrichsmeier),

suspected twice in the pa
P. 5 American White Pelican (Ed Czerwinski),

p. 7 Sandhill Crane, p. & Sharp-tailed Grouse, gains in omnithology. New records of breeding birds
p.9 Osprey, p. 10 Barred Owl (C. Friedrichsmeier), twrn up almost annually. For instance, in 1993, nesting
p. 14 Black Tern, and Great Gray Owl (Ed Czerwinski), reports of Red-shouldered Hawk and Clay-coloured

Sparrow were confirmed.,

The Sault Ste. Marie area has been and continues to be under-birded,
with the exception of Whitefish Point, Michigan, This guide describes how to
get 10 some of the well-known and not-so-well-known birding locations that

p. 16 Red-necked Grebe, p. 17 Birder with telescope (C. Friedrichsmeier),
p. 18 Blue Jay (Danny Hooper),
p. 19 Cedar Waxwing, p. 21 Common Loon (C. Friedrichsmeier),

p- 24 Gyrfalcon (Ed Czerwinski), p. 25 Northem Shrike, local birders have discovered over the years. It is hoped thar by publishing this
p- 25 Common Redpoll, p. 26 Bald Eagle (C. Friedrichsmeier), and guide it will encourage you to go a little further afield in your birding excur-
p. 28 Boreal Chickadlee, Inside Back Cover: Bald Eagles with sions, report your observations to the area hot line (705) 256-2790, and enjoy

miallard and Gyrfaleon (Ed Cobrwingki. the greater Sault Ste. Marie area of Ontario and upper Michigan.

Whether you are a Saultite, a visitor to the Sault, an avid birder, or just
a beginner, chis guide should offer you something, It expands and enlarges
upon what Clive E. Goodwin wrote in A Bird-Finding Guide to Ontario (1982)
about the Sault Ste, Marie area. Tt s also the first text to combine the best
Canadian and American birding locales. T believe birding the Sault area is best
done on both sides of the international border.

‘The Sault Naturalists (SN), an international organization, was founded
“to provide its members with a common meeting ground for the exchange of
ideas and for broadening their knowledge and understanding of natural
science. It promotes the appreciation, preservation and conservation of the

natural heritage, and supports and cooperates with other organizations with
similar aims”. As a member of this organization, | feel this guide reflects those
objectives. Moreover, a good friend once wrote prior to his sudden death:
“’The April and May bird migration through the grounds was
not spectacular, but enjoyable and encouraging.... There is
something very exciting about sceing the same species year after
year coming back with such life and such song”
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here. Check this area for Bald Eagles and waterfowl. Travel an additional

14 km [0.9 mi] east along Queen Strect o the end of the residential area. The
Sault Ste. Marie Sewage Works will be on your right-hand side. At 1.7 ke [1 mil,
there is an access road. Park here and walk along the trail to the river’s edge.
Excellent birding for waterfow! and shorebirds is possible during migration in
the carly and late hours of the day.

Travel an addicional 1.3 km [0.8 mi] along Queen Street and you will
reach an intersection with a red flashing light (Dacey Road). Turn right and go
o the river’s edge,

“Travel an additional 1.6 km [1 mi] along Queen Street to Fournier
Road and turn left. At Highway 17 turn right and go east 1.9 km [1.2 mi] to
Bell's Point Camping Area. Access to this area may cost a nominal fee. How-
ever, if you follow the road to the boat launch area you'll have a good view of
Bells Point Marsh. Bald Eagles, as well as migrating waterfow), are often
sighted here. You may wish to further investigate this area by canoe.

Traveling again along Highyay 17, you'll cross the Root, Garden, and
Echo Rivers. At this point in the trip you'll be bisecting First Nation Lands and
access to these forested areas i restricted; however, you may get permission to
bird here by calling the Garden River Band Office of Ojibwas at (705) 946-
6300. In the fall, Bald and Golden eagles can often be seen near these rivers.

Ac9.4 km [5.8 mi] from Fournier Road, pull over to the shoulder of
the highway for a good view of the St. Matys River, the beginning of Squirrel
Island, and the north shore of Sugar Island. Small numbers of migrating
waterfowl frequent these areas in the spring and fall,

At14.2 km [8.8 mi] along Highway 17 is a camping area known as
Ojibway Park. This site provides access to the river and beach on Lake George,
which in the spring and fallis good for migrating shorebirds, Snow Buntings,
and Tundra Swans. ‘

Ac15.5 km [9.6 mi] is the Echo River, Echo Bay, Lake George, and the
end of Area #2. During migration, check Lake George for large concentrations
of Greater and Lesser scaup and other waterfowl.

AREA 3. Echo Bay and Lake George

In the town of Echo Bay turn right onto Church Street. Travel 0.4 km
0.25 mi] west to the Elks Lodge Park. Drive through the parking lot 300
metres [328 yards] and take the left fork in the road to the
water's edge. This allows for a wonderful view of Lake
George (a wildlife viewing platform is
proposed for this site) and is

agood area to see water-
fow, shorebirds, Snowy
Owls, Bald Eagles, and Tundra Swans.
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of Glaucous, Ieeland, and Thayer's gulls. Check the rocks during migracion for
sandpipers and other waterfowl. Return to the boardwalk and follow the re-
mainder of the trai to the top of the rapids and Lake Superior. Following this
¢rail will take you back to the canal crossing and car park.

Travel another 350 metres [380 yards] along the road and cross the
clevated railway tracks. You can access the headrace of the power house by
walking beside the railway tracks. Travel an additional 500 metres [547 yards]
to the end of the road to gain a view of Lake Superior. Here you might see
migrating waterfowl such as scoters and Red-necked Grebe. Check all railway
trusses for Peregrine Falcon, and tree tops for Snowy Owl, Northern Shrike,
and other raptors.

Leaving the locks by car, proceed up Huron Street to Queen Street,
Turn right and then right again onto Bay Street. Still keeping to the right, take
River Road. Following the river will provide good views of the tailrace and the
base of the rapids. Turn into the most western parking lot of the Holiday Inn.
From here in late March Bald Eagles can often be seen sitting on the ice ot in
the Scots pine, and willows across the river. All winter they forage along the
waterfront from Sugar Island to the rapids.

AREA 2. Sault Waterfront from Sault Ste. Marie to Echo Bay
Continue along Bay Street in an eastetly direction. Follow the lane
maked ‘Queen Strcet East — Belleviie Park’ and pass the Public Library, which
is on your right-hand side. A long brick building on the Michigan side of the
river can be seen from here, Itis the Sault Edison Power House. Check the
abandoned field on your right as a Lark Bunting was found here in the spring
0f 1993. As you negoriate the 'S’ curve, pass through the first traffc lights at
Church Street and by the General and Plummer hospitals. From Church
Street, the third stop light, ac 1.2 km [0.75 mil, is Pine Stree. Turn right and
travel to the base of the street. Here there is a small marina by the Harborview
Apartments. Often, a Gyrfalcon or a Peregrine Falcon can be seen on the
southeast side of the building, They use this area as a roost during carly winter.
Retutn to Queen Street and turn right. You will pass both the Cana-
dian Forest Service and Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources Forest Research
buildings. One kilometre [0.6 mi east of Pine Strect, turn sight into Bellevue
Park, which provides good access to the river. The large willows

have been frequented in the past by Gyrfalcons and the pond
area has proven to be a good birding spot. Check the small
stands of cedar and spruce for Boreal and Northern Saw-whet
Owls as both have been recorded here in October and
November,

Exi¢ Bellevue Park on Lake Street and travel north
1o the first interscction, which is Queen Street. Turn right
at the stop sign and continue taveling east on Queen
Street. After proceeding another 1.7 km [1 mi] east,
access to the river is possible at the Sault Ste.
Matie Golf Club parking area. A view of the river
and north shore of Sugar Island is provided from
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"This area is a wonderful, year-round urban birding site. Under-birded
and challenging at times, it can also be very rewarding. To reach the area from
Ontario, follow Highway 17 and the ‘Bridge to USA’signs, which will lead you
to Huron Street. If coming from the United States, exit from the International
Bridge and turn right onto Huron Street. Then head south toward the river
and St. Mary's Paper Mill. Proceed through the eraffic lights at Queen Street
and cross the railway tracks. Before entering the parking lot of the paper mil,
turn left onto Canal Drive. During periods of migration check any small open
areas for Lapland Longspurs, Horned Larks, Snow Buntings, and Water Pipics.
On your immediate left is the Municipal Fish Hachery and on the right is the
Francis H. Clergue Power Generating Station. During early fall and winte, as
you cross the tailrace check the roof tops of the Parks Canada buildings for
Snowy Owls. Continue straight from this location. On your right-hand side
will be the headrace of the Power House, the best location for overwintering
Harlequin Ducks, Common Goldeneye, and Mergansers. Tn 1994/1995, five
Harlequin Ducks were noted here and records indicate that this species has
been seen in the area over the last 20 years. The road bends left, then right, and
leads to a parking area 150 metres [160 yards] away. This is the starting point
for wheelchair accessible trails on the South St. Marys and Whitefish Islands,
which are located directly across from the parking area, Use the small barge to
cross the Sault Locks.

Cross over the canal on foot. From this spor there are two directions of.
travel. The path to the right leads along the south side of the lock canal to the
view of Lake Superior. Instead, turn lefe and follow the canal. Go past the
buildings, down the staircase, and walk to the end of the cement pier. To the
right will be an excellent view of the base of the St. Marys River Rapids, Take
the time to bird this area thoroughly; looking for gulls and other

waterfow, including Black-crowned Night Herons (provincially
rare). After birding here; return to the base of the stairs and
take the trail to your left. Follow this trail across St. Marys
Island. During migration this can be very rewarding for
the birder, who may see wood warblers, sparrows,
thrushes, and other passerines. About 300 metres
330 yards] along the trail, just before the board-
walk, there is another small trail leading to the
south (or you could have come directly from the
barge to this location). Follow this smaller rail
over a boardwalk-bridge to Whitefish Island and
through a very brushy area to the middle of the
rapids. Birding the rapids in mid-December
offers the birder great views
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Itis in this spiric that T have writcen this guide.

An overview of the year starts in spingtime with waterfowl migration.
As the ice retreats from the river, there is a gradual increase in the mumber of
mergansers. Hooded Mergansers (along with Buffleheads and Scaup) often
concentrate in large numbers off the west end of Squirrel Island; however, the
base of the rapids and the tailrace from the Sault Edison Power Plane will
produce the largest numbers of Common and Red-breasted Merganscrs
Common Loons migrate through the area in a northwestern direction begin-
ning in carly April and numbers peak toward the beginning of May. An annual
Loon Count Day sees SN members collecting migration data. The viewing
platform at Pumplin Point and the arca around the mouth of the
Tahquamenon River offer excellent opporcunities to see puddle ducks in spring
a5 they await tetreat of the ice. Here, birders can observe Pintails, Green-winged
Teals, Blue-winged Teals, Wood Ducks

Hawk migration at Whitefish Poist is best observed in the spring. The
birds often form large kettles, follow the shoreline east past Iroquois Point, and
cross into Oniario at a relatively narrow passage, such as Gros Cap or Echo Bay.
Members of the SN also collect hawk migration data one day each yeas, in late
April, and volunteer helpers from ouside the area are ahivays welcome to'join.
Wasblers start artiving by mid-Aptil and the Yellow-rumped (Myrle) is usually
he firs to appear. Gros Cap, Pumpkin Point, the Sault Locks, Whitefish Point,
or Point Iroquois are always dynamite spots to bird for warblers:

American White Pelicans have made their most recent annual appear-
ances at Pumplin Point in the first week of May: Tanagers, grosbeaks, bun-

ind more.

tings, flycatchers, and terns all anxious to start the breeding process, arrive in
farge waves toward the end of May. Al locations will produce good birds, but
the Gros Cap area provides unusual sightings of Golden-winged Warblers
almost annually.

Each breeding scason turns up new records. Mockingbird, Merlin,
House Finches and more have recently bred in the city limits and there are still
opporunities to make omnithological gains. By mid-July the fitst southbound
shorebirds are scen in area marshes and beaches. By the end of August,
Broadwinged and Red-tailed Havwks are making their move. The first jacgers
are seen at Whitefish Point. Red-necked Grebe, a recent phenomenon, now
considered diurnal migrants, statt moving in mid-August. Large numbers are
scen by the end of August — up to 5,000 in a single day. In total over 18,000
will pass through the area.

Harlequin Ducks, Red-throated Loons, gulls and the occasional jacger
are among the thousands of waterfow! that pour through the Sault area. Fall
migration is spectacular;situate yourself either ac Whitcfish Point or at Gros
Cap and watch the birds arrive from late September uncil mid-November.
Smith's Longspurs make a faily regular appearance cach October.

Glaucous, Ieeland, and Thayer’s gulls gather with thousands of Herring
Gullsa the base of the St. Marys River rapids and at area dumps. Almost un-
noticed are the arrivals of the first winter visitors, Snowy Owl, Northern
Shrike, Bohemian Waxiving, and Pine Grosbeak arrive in early December. The
year ends with late stragglers or vagrants from the west thacusually seem to
remain until after the Christmas Bird Count, You are always welcome to join in
the count if youre in the area on the third Saurday in December. As ice forms
on the river and atea lakes, one or more Gyrfalcons, winter residents for at least
20 years, arrives in the waterfront area. During irtuption years, Great Gray and
Hawk owls invade the surrounding countryside and are sometimes viewed
within city limics. Slowly, winter's icy grip diminishes and spring arrivals dot
the landscape.
Thope you'll enjoy birding in the border area,
Edward Coerwinski
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another 150 metres [164 yards]. Before reaching the Post Office turn right into
the Johnston Township Municipal Garage driveway and proceed past the
buildings to the gate. The lagoons are another 200 metres [218 yards] along the
gravel road: Northern Shoveler bred here in 1992
and 1993. These ponds are also frequented by shore-
birds and waterfowl of many species during migration.
/ Observations here have been sporadic; however, the potential
K et species at this spot has not yet been fully tapped.
< Retturn to Highway 17 and turn east,
* Opposite Mink Point Road on the east side of
Desbarats, birders can view the sewage ponds with a
telescope, Travel 3.1 km [1.9 mi] along Highway 17 to
Gordon Lake Road, turn left, and eravel along this route.
You'll be passing through good Norhern Shrike habitat
Y} during fall and winter, but the best time for visiting
% Gibboney Lake is in spring, It is onie of the best inland
g % marshes in the district. A good point to view the marsh
: %, exists at about 3.6 km [2.2 mi] from Highway 17. The
SN are hoping to establish a viewing platform ac this spot. A Black Tetn colony
was recorded here during the Ontario Breeding Bird Survey 1981-1995, but
since 1992 it seems the birds have abandoned the site, Black Ducks, Northern
Pintail, other waterfowl, and Osprey frequent the marsh. Canoe access o the
marsh is possible at 4.3 km (2.7 mi] from Highway 17.

Area 7. Sylvan Valley - Winter Owl Loop
Although this trip wil lead you through good field habita dusing

winter, the same route in the breeding season might reveal Fastern Meadow-
lark, Upland Sandpiper, Brewers Blackbird, Eastern Bluebird and various
grassland sparrows. Tn winter, owls predominate and Snowy; Hawk and Great
Gray are generally recorded most years. During invasion years this drive is
nothing less than fantastic. In the most recent Great Gray

Owl invasion of 19911992, one observer in a 2-hour
period saw 28 birds, up to 5 individuals in a single field

at one time. Sharp-tailed Grouse are also observed

throughout this area; but, being secretive, they are a

little hard to spot unless perched in a white birch or

trembling aspen tree.

For the most part, follow the accompanying map.
Highway 638 and Highway 17 run parallel, while roads
such as Watson, Bar River, Lake George, Rydall Mill,
and Barr bisect the highways and Government Road at
right angles. One suggested route of travel is east of Echo
Bay along Highway 17 to Watson Road. Take Watson Road

cast o Cemetery Road, turn left, and travel to Highway 638. Turn right and
travel along Hiwy 638 to Gordon Lake Road. Turn right again onto Gordon
Lake Road, proceed to McKinnon Side Road, and curn right. Drive on the
side road until it joins with Gordon Lake Road again. Turn right, then
right again onto Government Road. Proceed west to Lake Huron Road

and turn left through the town of Desbarats. At Highway 17, trn

right (craveling west) and join up again with the four-lane highway.

Tarn right at MacLennan Road and then left on Government

To Lesbire)
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avraw:

(
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&
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Area 7. Sylvan Valley — Winter Owl Loop
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[image: image9.jpg]ac the 'K’ Line. During the breeding season, this is well worth investigat-

ing for Connecticut Watblers. Continue on Highway 548 to Reeds
Road. Drive along Reeds Road to the second road on your right
and follow the signs directing you to the fort. The bird sanctu-
ary located here is networked with trails that are open sea-
sonally. This area is highly under-birded and might
curn up some very good finds. Take your time here.
Return to the junction of Highway 548 and
Reeds Road, turn right, and travel 7.5 km [4.7 mi] to the

Lake Huron

Koshkawong River. In July 1993, two Great Egrets were observed here in the
small bog. American Bittern have also been recorded. At 11.9 km [7.4 mil,
opposite Garside Road, is one of the island’s major winter deer yards. At 13.2
km [8:2 mi] you'll reach another tamarack bog, which is ideal for Great Gray
Owls during winter. After stopping here, head north through the town of
Hilron Beach, stopping only bricfly notth of Canoc Point Road at Gawas Bay
to check for migrating waterfowl. Return to Kent's Corner and then out to
Highway 17. Once there, turn right toward Desbarats (pronounced “Deborah’).

Area 6. Desbarats Sewage Lagoon and Gibboney Lake

From the St. Joseph Island turn-off drive 4.9 km (3.0 mi] east on High-
way 17 to Lake Huron Drive in the hamlet of Desbarass. Turn left and travel
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Area 4. Calabogie Road and Pumpkin Point
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Investigate this area further for other interesting bird life. Continue traveling
along Lakeview Road unl you get to the next intersection, which s Reids

Road, Ruffed Grouse can generally be found in this area, even dusing years at
the low ebb of their cycle. Turn left onto Reids Road and follow it to ,
Highway 17.

AREA 5. St. Joseph Island
Travel east from Echo Bay along Highway 17
for an additional 20 km [12.4 mi] o
Highway 548, which leads to St.
Joseph Island. It is impossible to
direct you to every single birding
location on St. Joe’s so this guide will
highlight a few locations and leave further ex- il
ploting up to you. Remember though, 98% of -

the land on the island is privately owned and you musc always respect the
wishes of the owners. Bird the fields and woodlots from the roadways and limit
yourself to known trails. Please be an ambassador for other birders to follow
and leave nothing but goodwill behind.

After leaving Highway 17 you'll pass through
asmall farming area and then at 2 km [1.2 mi] arrive
at a pictutesque picnic site near the bridge. Take a

moment to bird hete if you havent seen a Bald Eagle
yet. They frequent these waters and the surrounding white
pine trees throughout the year until freeze-up. Often they roost
in the trees on Montaque Island ‘east of the bridge. At 5 km [3.1 mi]
you will arrive at a “T” in the road, known as Kent's Corner,
From here, Hilton Beach is 16 km [9.9 mi] east and Richards g
Landing is 11 km [6.8 mi] west. Turn right towards Richards \§
Landing and follow the highway through the community. At ///ances
6 km (3.7 mi] the highway will bend to the left. Continue
along this paved road but check the marsh located at 7.5 km (4.7 mi). At 7.8
um [4.8 mi] when you reach the ‘B’ Line, turn right. Red-bellied Woodpeckers,
always worth looking for, have been seen in this area.

Turn right and travel 4.8 km [3.0 mi] on ‘B’ Line. Ac 9.9 km [6.1 mi]
again turn left onto Boyles Side Road and continue west. At 11.1 km [6.9 mi]
s an unmarked intersection; turn right here and follow the road to the Marine
Park of St. Joseph Township. You'l artive in the parking area exactly 13.7 km
[8.5 mi] from Kencs Corner. A great trail network winds through this riparian
forest, and from the large viewing platform you can see several Osprey nests in
the Channel, some positioned on marker towers. The trail leads you through
good habitat for many wood warblers including Northern Waterchrush,
Canada Warbler, and Black-throated Green Warbler. Red-shouldered Hawks
have been discovered nesting in this area, the most norcherly confirmed nes
site in Ontario, Investigate this area at length and enjoy the views of the river
and hardwood forest.

From hete we'll head to Fort St. Joseph, an historic site administered by
Parks Canada, on the extreme southwest point of St. Joseph Island. Follow the
same route by which you entered, that is, 2.4 km [L.5 mi] out to Boyles Side
Road. Once there, curn right, and pass through forested areas of the hardwood
and boreal forest transitional zone. During irruptive years (as in 1991-1992)
this is a good area to view Grea Grey Owls. However, Barred Owls are more
likely as they breed here in good numbers. They vocalize stcadily through
March and April. Continue on this road until you reach the ' Line, then turn
left and proceed to the first incetsection, which will be Highway 548. Turn
right along Highway 548, go down a hill, and swing to the left. At this point
you'll be traveling along the river. Continue along the highway and the
countryside will open up to farm land. You will see a tamarack bog on your left
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Area 3. Echo Bay and Lake George
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Return to the highway intersection. Cross Highway 17 to Highway
638 and travel over the railway tracks. Continue an additional 100 metres [109
yards] o Lake Street. Turn left and follow Lake Street 0.9 km [0.6 mi] to its
end. Keep to the right. Pass the last driveway, park and then walk an additional
100 metres [109 yards] to the marsh edge. This is a good area in the breeding
season to view waterfowl, Pied-billed Grebe, Black Terns, Marsh Wrens,
Virginia Rails, and much more. Check the farm fields for Sharp-tailed Grouse
and Yellow-headed Blackbirds, as both have been sporadically documented in

the area in past years.

Hwy 17

AREA 4, Calabogie Road and Pumpkin Point
From Echo Bay, travel south on Highway 17 an additional 8 km [4.9
mi] and tun right (west) onto Calabogie Road. In spring, large numbers of
Sandhill Cranes are noted in the fields along this road and Indigo Buntings
have been seen at the top of the hill. At 1.5 km [0.9 mi] the intersection of

Lakeview Road provides an overview of Lake George. Continue straight
through this intersection and go down the hill, The field on the right often
contains Sharp-tailed Grouse. An excellenc location to view their dancing is ac
the airstrip; however, this s private property and access is denied, so please
respect the wishes of the owners. Canada Geese and other waterfow! frequent
the fields on the left. A¢ 2.6 km [1.6 mi] from the highway you will reach the
end of Calabogie Road. Park here and walk down the drainage dirch (high
boots may be a good idea) to the inner marsh of Pumpkin Point, This is a great
area t0 view many species of waterfow as well as Black Terns (a viewing
platform is proposed for this location). Purple loosestrife s invading the area, so
take precautions not to spread this invasive plant during the seed-bearing
season. Virginia and Sora Rails may be spotted here, After birding this arca,
reurn to the intersection of Lakeyiew Road.

Turn right on Lakeview Road and travel 1.6 kin [1 mi] toward Pump-
kin Point Road. During periods of migration, check the fields on your left for
Sandhill Cranes and the small woodlots for wood warblers. Tiurn right onto
Pumpkin Point Road. In the nearby fields Northern Harrier and Short-eared
Owls are somerimes visible catly in the breeding season. Travel an additional
1.0 kem [0.62 mi west to the wildlife viewing platform, which is situated along
the south shore of the marsh. This is an excellent place to view spring migta-
tion of waterfowl, includinig Pintail, Blue-winged Teal, Green-winged Teal,
American Wigeon, and much more. During the years 19911994, American
White Pelicans, in singles or as a pair, were noted here the first week of May. In
fall, huning is permitted in the marsh o birding during that time requires
special care. At 2.9 km [1.8 mi] you'll reach a “T” in the road, kiown as Point
Drive. Barred Owls can be heard and seen in chis hardwood forest

bler have been

area, while rarities such as Hooded War-
photographed here. Another 0.5 km [0.31

| mil will bring you
o the boat access. This isa good spot to launch

acanoe to
explore the area further, Had we turned to the left
at Point Road and traveled an additional 0.3 km
0.2 mi] we would arrive at the Township Park. Go
past the green building on your left side and fook out
over Lake George. You'l have a great view of the central
marsh. Note the large heronry out on the islands. Purple
Martins can be found in this area too.

After rerurning to the inersection of Lakeview Road
and Pumpkin Point Road, travel 0.8 km [0.5 mi] south
on Lakeview Road to a small meadow of white
spruce where Clay-coloured Sparrows were noted /|
nesting in 1993 and 1994, This is private land and |
we ask that you respect the wishes of the owner. 1y |\ )]






[image: image12.jpg]16

Road to Barr Road. Turn left otic to the highway once again. Resume traveling
north and you will eventually arrive back in the town of Echo Bay:
Remember, travel any of these roads. They are generally well

maincained during the wincer and owls and hawks can turn up anywhere.

Area 8. Gros Cap, Marks Bay, and the Sault Airport
From Sault Ste: Marie, take Second Line
(3.6-km [2.2 mi] north of the Queen and Church
streets intersection or at the fifth traffic signal light
on Great Northern Road). This becomes Highway 550
West and leads to the aitport. A yellow flashing light
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marks the Allen Side Road 6.5 km [4.0 mi] west from Great Northern Road.
This is a good spot to check for Nortliern Hawk Owls during early winter.
Even though this area is becoming developed, a pair bred here in 1992.
Continue along Second Line past the incersection with Highway 565 to the
Federal Airport, Travel through the hamlet of Gros Cap as an area feeder still
gets frequenc visics from a pair of Red-bellied Woodpeckers. Keep your eyes
open and park at the circular turnaround. There is a 35 ha [87 acre] privacely-
owned atea that you are welcome to explore at your leisure. To the west is a trail
that allows you access to a part of the Pre-Cambrian Shield known as Gros Cap.
Golden-winged Warblers have turned up here during spring migration, but are
not regular. Northern Parula, Blackpoll, and many other warblers arrive here in
the tree tops, which are at eye level if you climb the hills. Indigo Bunting can
be seen in the small open area at the star of the trail. There are several ways of
proceeding from here and exploring is a must. To get to some of the best spots
t0 view migrant raptors and first-arriving, last-cdeparting passerines, take the
trail that is closest to the water. The terrain is rugged and there is poison vy in
the shaded areas, so watch your step. Thisis a premium spot from which to
watch the migration of loons, grebes, divers, and puddle ducks as well as gulls,
‘hawks, and passerines. Rarities seen here include King Eider, Little Gull, and
Surf Scoter. From here, return to the junction of Highway 565 and 550.

Turn right and travel 4.8 km [3.0 mi until you pass the airport turn-
off. Tuurn left onto a small gravel road, then go an additional 200 metres [218
yards] to a boat launch area overlooking Marks Bay. This is a great waterfow!
area during migration. Ruddy ducks, Red-necked Grebes, Common Loons,
and many other species can be seen. Boreal Owls have been sporeed in the
eastern white cedar trees along this road. Return to the highway and turn left.
Check behind the airport as Cattle Egtets have occasionally turned up here in
late September.

Area 9. Batchawana Bay and Corbeil Point

From Second Line travel 64 km [39.7 mi] north on Highway 17 to
Batchawana Bay. Surprisingly; the beach area hasn't recently
wirned up anything of significance, but
that may be because it is under-birded.

The bay will produce large numbers of
ducks in the fall, especially during stormy
weather on Lake Superior.

Tutn left at the base of the hill on to
Huwy 563 and eravel an additional 5.1 km [3.2
mi] until you reach the fork. Turn right and travel
1.4 km [0.9 mi, continuing past the Salzburgerhof
Hotel to the end of the road, which is another 1.2 km
[0.7 mil. You ate now on First Nation Lands, but






[image: image13.jpg]permission to bird the area is granted. Yellowheaded
% Blackbirds have shown up here, and migra-

tion of waterfowl can be spectacular as
the birds follow the east shoreline of
Lake Superior. This migration path
produced a Yellow-billed Loon once. During
migration, passerines perch in the low-lying
shrubs around the abandoned building.

Area 9. Batchawana Bay and Corbeil Point
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Area 10, Bruce Mines Sewage Lagoon i
Bruce Mines is the easternmost area for which records are 42'
ept by the SN. This town is located 64 km [39.7 mi] south-
cast of Sault Ste. Marie, From Highway 17, proceed 1.1

km [0.7 mi} norch on Highway 638 to Trunk Road.

Turn right and bear left at the fork. There are two

sewage lagoons; the first is 200 metres [218 yards] east
along Trunk Road, the second is 600 metres [656 yards]
furcher. Both lagoons ate visible from the road. During
spring migration these lagoons can be very productive.

Also, since no hunting is allowed here, fall migration can

be equally good for viewing diving and puddle ducks. Buile
in 1993, the second lagoon s the newer one of the two. However, it has already
shown it can support large numbers of Buffichead (over 280 in a single sighting)

Area 10. Bruce Mines Sewage Lagoons
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Area 11. Whitefish Point, Whitefish Harbour and Vermillion
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beach areas are closed through much of the summer because of the presence of
nesting Piping Plovers, an endangered species in North America. Honor the
posted restrictions. The road to Vermilion traverses numerous bogs and
observers can find Sandhill Cranes, American Bittern, Palm Warbler, Lincoln,
and Lecontes Sparrows. It also supports dry pine ridges that may yield Pine
and Yellow-rumped Warblers,

Area 12. American Sault Waterfront - Power Plant to Ferry Dock

The Sault Edison Power Plant is a monumental building that domi-
nates the U.S. waterfront. It is Jocated on Portage Avenue and straddles the
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Area 12. American Sault Waterfront — Power Plant to Ferry Dock
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canal that feeds the power plant. By far the best location to look for a Gyrfal-
con during early winter is on the cupola of the power plant. Your best vantage
point is at the east end of the building, from the James Alford Waterfront Park.
A Gyrfalcon occasionally roosts in one of the window-wells facing the river and
forces the birder into a tiring game of hide-and-scek. Your best bet s just to
wait until the bird leaves the roost. Gulls congregate in front of the power plant
in late winter and early spring and as well there are usually large numbers of
Ring-billed Gulls. Occasionally, a Sabines Gull and a Barrows Goldeneye are
documented here, From the power plant, travel 2.5 ken 1.6 mi] cast along
Portage Avenue to the Sugar Island Ferry Dock, At the dock, over-wintering

23






[image: image15.jpg]Mallards and a few Black ducks are an annual occurrence. These
providea steady food supply for the Gyrfalcon and
Bald Eagles that frequent the area. Bald Eagles can
be seen flying up and down the river and are

often found roosting in the large cotton-wood
trees on the shoreline cast of the dock.

Area 13. Sugar Island and Neebish Island
These islands are the best locations in the
upper peninsula to locate winter visitors
stch as the Great Gray, Snowy, and
Northern Hawk Owls; Red and White-
winged Crossbills; Northern Shrike; and Rough-legged Hawk.
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Area 13. Sugar Island and Neebish Island
Area 14. M-129 to Dafter Dump — Winter Owl Loop
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Ferry service to Sugar Island is regular and the boat leaves Sault Ste.
Marie at quarter to and quarter after the hour. Travel the roads as indicated on
the accompanying map. It would be most difficult to get lost. Farmland
anywhere on the island is good for diurnal owls, but the tamarack bog between
7 and 9 Mile Roads is most promising.

Neebish Island is often regarded as the more consistent of the two
islands for Great Gray Owls. Its ferry service, though, is much less reliable. The
island is accessible by car ferry only until the channel freezes, normally in mid-
January. After this time, walking across the ice will be the only means of
reaching Neebish, The ferry dock is located from Riverside Road by turning
east onto 15 Mile Road and travelling 4.4 km [2.7 mi]. Then turn south onto
Scenic Drive. From there, travel 1.0 km [0.6 mi] to
Ferry Dock Road and then an additional 0.4 km e
[0.25 mi] to the Neebish Island Ferry Dock.

Both the Neebish and Sugar Island ferry
services dre operated by the Eastern Upper Peninsula
Transportation Authority and can be reached by phone at
(906) 495-5656.

Area 14. Winter Owl Loop - M-129 to Dafter
Dump

‘The farming area immediately souith of the city
of Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, is often regarded as the best
area to locate Snowy Owls during most winters. Northern |
Hawk Owls are very regular and Rough-legged Hawks are most probable.
Wintering Sharp-tailed Grouse are commonly found in the early morning, for-
aging for buds on birch and poplar trees between 3 and 15 Mile Roads. Al-
though Sharp-tailed Grouse may be found just about anywhere, a traditionally
good spot is M-129 just south of 3 Mile Road. Other birds you could expect to
see in this area include the Northern Shrike, both Crossbills, Bohemian
Waxwing, Common Redpoll, Hoary Redpoll, Pine and Evening Grosbeak.

One suggested route of travel might be: from the Sugar Island Ferry
Dock drive south along Riverside Road to 9 Mile road. Turn right and travel
west to Ridge Road. Head north again to 3 Mile Road and turn left (west).
Check the bird feeders 200 metres [218 yards] east of Shunk Road. Turn south
on Shunk Road and travel to 9 Mile Road or Highway 28, then travel west

across 175 to Piche Road and turn north. Travel

on Piche Road to 6 Mile Road. Check the bird
feeder here at the white house on the corner.
Most years, both Red and White-winged cross-
bills can be observed in the white spruce
" trees on Piche Road. Then head east
" (curning right), wravel 8.4 km [5.2 mil,






[image: image16.jpg]and cross over the I-
75 again, and drive
north on M-129.
Complete the trip at
Wallmart. As on the
Canadian side, there are
many roads to explore. Any of
them may disclose the birds you

are looking for. Explore at will and
follow the maps provided. If you
haven't already seen boreal species,
you may wish to try the Hulbert
Bog area. In summer, grassy
marshes at the east end of 9 Mile
Road (Rosedale Road) are breeding grounds for Sedge Wrens, LeConte’s
Sparrow, and Yellow Rails. Check fields west of here for Upland Sandpipers.
The Dafter Dump can be found off the Mackinac Trail (H-63) at 11
Mile Road. Proceed 1.0 km [0.6 mi] west of I-75 at 11 Mile Road, turn right
and travel 0.5 km [0.3 mi], and cross the railway tracks. The dump on your
right is a good spot in early November and Decentber to find Glaucous,
Iceland, and Thayer's gulls. Raptors, including Red-tailed and Rough-legged
hawks (both color morphs), are common at the dump during the fall and early

o

winter. If you're in the area at this time you shouldn't miss the opportunity to
view them.

Area 15. Point Iroquois and Tahquamenon River

The mouth of the Tahquamenon River, 24.3 km [15 mi] north of
Eckerman and 7.7 km [4.8 mi] south of Paradise on M-123, can be an ex-
tremely hot birding spot. It has hosted such rarities as Tricolored Heron, Arctic
‘Tern, and Eurasian Wigeon. In early spring the river mouth affords good views
of puddle ducks and some divers, including Double-crested Cormorant,
Hooded Merganser, Bufflehead, Wood Duck, and Mallards. This is alsoa
dependable location for Northern Mockingbird, Bald Eagle, and both species
of crossbills, Just south of the river mouth is an extensive area of spruce that
Canada Jay’s frequent. Sedge Wren and Leconte’s Sparrow can be found in the
sedge marshes at the north end of the bogs and near the access site approxi-
mately 3 km [1.9 mi] south of the river mouth. From Paradise, travel 17.4 km
[10.8 mi] south to join with the Lake Road (Scenic Trail) and proceed east to
Point Iroquos.

Wiaterfowl, gulls, hawks, and presumably passerines, which migrate past
Whitefish Point, often pass Point Iroquois and on the right day this can be an
exciting birding locale. It is located along the south shore of Lake Supetior
northwest of Brimley. From 1-75 travel 10 km [6.2 mi] west on M-28 to

Highway 22. Then go north through Brimley: Turn lefc at the “T” and follow
the lake road about 8 km [5 mi] to the Lighthouse at Point Iroquois. Park and
bird along the trail and shoreline,

5

5

&

5

&

A

2

o

s -

R

= H

% £= g
2 5|
§a

‘Tahquamenon

Area 15 & 16. Point Iroquois, Tahquamenon River, Eckerman and Hulbert Bog

Park here  Hulbert Bog
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Area 16. Eckerman and the Hulbert Bog.

Eckerman is located just north of the junction of M-28 and Highway
123, 32 km [20 mi] south of Paradise. The Hulbert Bog can be

2 accessed off Basnau Road about 4 km [2.5 mi] southwest

of Hulbert Corners. Yellow-bellied and Olive-sided
Flycatchers, Black-backed Woodpeckers, Spruce

Grouse, Evening Grosbeaks, and Lincoln's Sparrow

are all possible hete during the breeding season. In
winter, if you havent already seen Gray Jay, Wild

“Turkey, or Boreal Chickade stop either in Eckerman
or visit the Hulbert Bog area.

BIRD SPECIALTIES of the SAULT STE. MARIE AREA

Listed below is a short selection of bird species that may be of interest to visiting Ontario Side
birders in the Sault Ste. Marie area. Specific locations where the birds might be Area 1. St. Marys River Rapids and the Canadian Sault Locks
found, listed by the area number assigned in the guide, are given after each species. Aven 7, Shilt Watkiront Bomaiifate. Macié {6 Echid Bay

 Area 3. Echo Bay and Lake George

Red-necked Grebe 1,8,11,&15  American White Pelican 4&5 e and:Pdmﬁkin Point
Black-crowned Night Heron 1& 13 Sandhill Crane 4,5,6,7,13,14, & 16 et
pseph Islaﬂd
Northern Shoveler 6 Harlequin Duck 1,8,11,&12 .
: geig o Area 6. Desbarats § ewage Lagaon and

Piping Plover 1 aucous Gul 1,11,12,&14

o Area 7. ! y!van Valley - ‘Winter Owl Loop
Iceland Gull 1,12,& 14 BlackTern 3,4,&6 = 2

Area 8. Gros Cap, Marks Hay, and Sau Alrpoft
Bald Eagle 1,2,3,4,5/8,12,13, & 15  Red-shouldered Hawk 5&11 A 9 B 5 B. 7
atchawana Ba
Rough-legged Hawk 4,5,7,8,11,13, & 14 Gyrfalcon 2&12 red 950 w“M l
| es Sewaf 1] on

Spruce Grouse 2,& 11 Sharp-tailed Grouse 45,7,&14 Area 10 Brijee i a5¢ Ligdon
Snowy Owl 1,3,4,5,7,8,13, & 14 Northern Hawk Owl 3,4,5,7, 8,11, 13, & 14 h M:ch:gan Slde
Great Gray Owl 5,7,11,13,14,&15  Boreal Owl 2,8,11,12, & 16 Area 11. Whitefish Point, Whitefish Harhnur and Vermlhon
Red-bellied Woodpecker 5&8  Grayjay 5,89,1,&16 Area 12. American Sault Waterfront - Power Plant to Ferry Dnck
Boreal Chickadee 8,11,15,& 16~ Bohemian Waxwing  1,2;5,8,11,12,&13 Area 13. Sugar and Neebish Island
Northern Shrike 1,2, 4,5,6,7, 11,13, & 14 Clay-coloured Sparrow A& Area 14. Winter Owl Loop, M-129 to Dafter Dump.
Brewer’s Blackbird 6,7,13,&14  Pine Grosbeak  2,5,7,9,11,12,13, & 14 Area 15. Point Iroguois to Tahquamenon River
Crossbills 7,8,9,11,13,&15  Redpolls 2,3,57,8,9,11,13,14, &16

Area 16. Eckerman and the Hulbert Bog
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Whitefish Point is the home of the Whitefish Point Bird Observatory,
established in 1978 to document and study birds in the Great Lakes region.
Special emphasis was placed on migration through a unique blend of research,
education, and conservation programs. Located at the northeasten tip of the
Upper Peninsula, Whitefish Point is a phenomenal concentration spot for
migrating birds. The surrounding land and water features create a natural
corridor and funnel thousands of birds directly past the point.

Spring migration is dominated by massive movements of raptors
(15,000-20,000), with Sharp-shinned and Broad-winged Hawks topping the
list. Other regulars include Bald and Golden Eagles, Northern Goshawk,
Rough-legged Hawk, Deregrine Falcon, Merlin, and Great Gray Owls. Hawks
will often form large kettles and then set off, following the shoreline, to cross
Lake Superior near Iroquois Point. They arrive in Canada near Gros Cap or
Point Louise.

Waterbird migration, primarily in the fall, exhibits impressive numbers
(50,000-80,000), with large counts of loons, grebes (over 18,000 Red-necked
Grebes alone), ducks, shorebirds, gulls, and terns. Whitefish Point is a prime
spot to see Common and Red-throated Loons as well as Red-necked Grebes.
Other specialties include scoters, jacgers, and some of the rarer shorebirds and
gulls

Hordes of migrating songbirds frequent the point in spring and it is an
assured spot to see Blue-gray Gatcatcher in the border area from spring
through fall. Also common here are visiting boreal birds, such as Boreal
Chickadee, Gray Jay and Pine Grosbeak, as well as many vagrarits to the Great
Lakes region. A Black-throated Sparrow was seen here in 1993.

To get to Whitefish Point from 175, take Highway 28 west to High-
way 123. Travel north 24.8 km [15.4 mi] to Paradise. Continue past Paradise
and travel an additional 16.8 km [10.4 mi] to the harbour or 18.0 km [11.2
mi] to the parking area at Whitefish Point. You can reach the observatory by
phone (906) 492-3596.

The road to Vermilion is located on the west side of the Point Road,
8.2 km [5.0 mi] north of Paradise. Spruce Grouse are common
along the road in the
jack pine forest and
Boreal Chickadees are
possible. The Vermilion
Research Banding
station, operated by
the Lake Superior
State University, is
9.8 km [6.1 mi]
along this road. The

Upper Michigan
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