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world. Although | was unable tattend all
the outings, here are a few of the outings
that | enjoyed with my friends in the Club
this year.
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great timewith over 50 speies that day,

including some warblers that we usually

R 2 y Q dlikezh® ®onderful Bayreasted.

Spring birding at Whitefishl&ndis usually

good, but it is especially nice with other

folks who also love bird$Vvhat a day it was!

In April, | walked the Lake George Wetlands
with Don Hall and about 10 club members
and then we enjoyed breakfast courtesy of
Don and Vivian at thehome. Those
morning walks along the just melted lake,
the honks of Canada Geese, and the early
spring sounds of snipe, wood frogs and
sandhill cranes wakes my blood. A jacket
feels good and those pancake and berries
at breakfast are still fresh in myemory.
Spring friends are good friends.

| hope Chuck Bé=y lives forever. Have you
ever gone on a nature walk with Chuck? He
always carefully examines the flowers and

In May, at the height of spring migration,
only 3 other club members and | went
birding with David Bell at Whitefish Island.
David is a great birder with eyes and ears
that | can only remember havirigad myself
in the distant past.
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shrubs that he walks by. And what great
timeswe have, eh Chuck? Chuck looks
carefully at everything, somehes he
puzzles over the identification but he
always comes up with the name, often the
scientific name. When Evelyn is there too,
we all remember more. Remember that
miniature iris we saw last June down near
Cedarville? What a great site and what a
goodtime we had, with about 6 club
members, talking about spring flowers and
spring birds in June.

Gray Comma Butterfly; Dieter Ropke

July 5 was a bright, beautiful blue sky day
and, along with 6 other canoes, Janice
Miller and | were on the waters ohé

North Channel. Gerry Bennett was the
leader, and we talked about geology. What
a wonderful teacher and naturalist Gerry is!
We will miss Gerry and Betty, not only for
their knowledge, but for the work they did
to keep the club going. Betty kept the
memberships, Gerry also kept Betty busy
with the computer and we all benefited.
July on the water, paddling our own canoes;
it was great.

August 9 was cold, and rainy, and
miserable. Who would have thought that
when Valerie planned the outings that
August would be like that?

Drummond Island Toug Valerie Walker

Valerie has planned and prepared outings
for both 2007 and 2008 and has done a
great job. We have something for
everyone. However, despite the cold and
rain, we had spent an enjoyable hour
talking to Derek Goertz about bats. He had
some specimens of bats on hand, showed
us his tools used to track bats, and despite
the weather, 5 club members had a great
time. A tradition was unbroken, Sault Nats
nature trips are always fun and we learn
something.

Orphan Lake TouyValerie Walker

Ah, September. What a glorious month!
Gail and | went west to the land of the
Grizzly Bear, northern British Columbia, and
the Khutzeymateen Grizzly Bear Sanctuary.
While we enjoyed mountains, grizzly bear
and wild country, the Club had its
September mushroom outing, which is
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always informativeand well attended. Talk
of mushrooms carries the day for everyone.
Later in the month we participated in the
hike to Orphan Lake led by Ron Pritket
We had yetanother good day on Lake
Superior with good friends from the Club.

On a bright clear October day, Val
supervised &urple Coneflower Work Party
Day The Michigan Nature Association
Purple Coneflower Plant Preserve is the .
only area where the conefloweEghinacea e
pallida) grows in the state of Michigan. Tahquamenon Tour V.

with the sounds of people enjoying a hike
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were young people, middle aged people,

and one or two who could only be

described as in their golden years.

However, despite the odds, everyone

survivedthe bats survived and we hope

everyone had a good time

To round out 2008, John Lehman and the
Program Committee created an enjoyable
and interesting December meetindillena

Rose, an accomplished poet who teaches

Purple Conefloweg Dieter Rd‘pke

The flower requires maintenance as writing at Lake Superior State Univeysi

encroachingrees and spotted knapweed read poems she wrote about Emily Gar

must be periodically removed to enstits Leslie Askwith read one of her nature

survival.Six club members cut competing stories about living in a cabin in the woods

vegetaion in the preserve, enjoyed working ~ during a cold U.P. winterand

in the open to help keep the coneflowers songwriter/musician Susan Askwith sang

happy for another yeaHot dogs, water anq plgyed her original compositions

andsoft drinks along with a sense of Thirty five members offte dub were

accomplishment, finished our day. further warmed by Christmas cider and
cookies and everyone left feeling mellow

Who can forget the November trip to the and in the Christmas spirit.

Bat Cave? Gail anevere away again, but

we heard lots of feedback from that trip!!!!! It was a great year for the Sault Naturalists

Harvey Robbins was the leader, but even of Ontario and Michigan.
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singles club looking for an outing. Instead Dave Euler

of our usual 6 to 10 folks, the woods rang President
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2008 Treasur eo:
Gail Andrew

Annual Financial Statement for 2008
Prepared January 2/09

Operating Expenses
(Account at CIBC in Canadian Dollars)

Balance Jan.1/08 $12509.29
Balance Dec.31/08 $ 4340.23
Receipts: $2250.60
Memberships $2216.60
Donations $ 34.00
Prairie Smoke Valerie Walker
Disbursements: $10419.66
Newsletter $ 103.41 Operating Expenses:
Postage $ 173.09 (Account at Huntington National Bank in US
Insurance $ 569.16 Dollars)
US Exchange $ 12.17
Capital Projects $8403.27 Balance Jan.1/08 $737.15
Ont.Nature/ Balance Dec. 31/08 $1343.28
Nature Can.
Membership $ 375.00 Receipts: $786.13
Misc. $ 783.56 Memberships $540.00
Misc. $246.13

Receipts over(under)
Disbursements ($816906) Disbursements: $180.00
GIC #1 $2156.76 Maturing Donations $180.00

June 15/09
GIC #2 $3744.16 Maturing Receipts over(under)

Nov. 20/09 Disbursements $606.13

The Club gratefully acknowledges the
following donations

Noreen Towers $17.00

b I y ORdahenty(%17.00

Submitted by Gail Andrew, Treasurer

4V A
Mallard Duck; Tony Walker
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Great Lakes Heritage Coast Lastly, a beautiful platform with seats and

Wildlife Viewing Initiative display panels showing the history of the

Tony Walker area was built by the city of Sault Ste.
Marie this past springrundingwas

provided by theSaultNaturalists
The Sault NaturalistSlub has signed an

agreement with the Ontario Ministry of The platform is located in Bellevue Park
Natural Resources to manage and nea the Pine StMarina. Clty officialsvill
administera $30000grantfrom the Great have an opening ceremony this spring and
Lakes Heritage Coa&LHCYo build they plan to havea special dedication
wildlife viewing platforms. The signing took recognizing the contributions of thBault
place inJanuaryof 2002.A totalof ten sites Naturalists. Watch the wiki for the actual
were decided upon. date of the ceremony and come out and

show your support!

Four objectives would guide planning for
the GLHC Wildlife Viewing Platform Prajec
includingprotecting theoutstanding scenic
beauty and natural ecosysteof the site as
well as pomoting recreational and tourism
potential.

Over the pasyears ofplatform
construction many people were involved |
would personally ke to thank one and all. |
had a great deal of pleasure in their
company and friendship.

Tony WalkerOntario Nature
Represemative

In 20 permission toaccessome of the
grant money tccompletely renovate the
existing platform at Pumpkin Hda Marsh
was granted. A large group of voluntegrs
both Naturalists and local enthusiastsver
the course okeveral yearremoved the old
1996platform and ebuilt a new two tier
structuregivinga greater view of the bay
area.

In 203 the township ofEcho Bay asked for
help in funding a boardwalk andpdatform
to be built in the area of the Looney Park,
and the Elks ldgeon Church Street

Again, with the use of grant funding, these
two projectswere completed in 2005 and
have been used by many ldsand visitors.

3 A
PlatformViewingg Curt Boskett

Another small platformwasconstructedin
2008at the Pumpkin PoirfPark. It gives a
very clear view of thenany species of
waterfowl on Lake George.
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2008 Program Committee
Report
John Lehman

The Program Committee scheduled and
coordinated the following programs for
2008.

January 8Jessie Hadley, owner of Woods
and Waters Ecotours in Hessel, Michigan,
spoke aboufaddling Journeys on the St.
Marys River and along the Lake Huron
Shoreline

February 12 Annual Dinner Meetind\ndy
Fyon, Director of the Ontario Geological
Survey, Mines and Minerals Division, spoke
aboutLife on the Rocks: Geology and
Flowering Plants

March 11.William Gardner, Field and
Laboratory Technician for the Great Lakes
Laboratory for Fisheries and Aquat
Sciences, spoke abotihe Elusive Lake
Sturgeon.

April 8.Dr. Judy Westrick, Associate
Professor of Chemistry at Lake Superior
State University, and Dr. James Terrian,
former Public Health Officer for Chippewa
County, gave a joint presentation on
Blagomycosis, a Fungal Menace from
Forest Soil.

May 6WSY YA TSN . I { SNE

Conservation Campaign Coordinator, gave
'y AffdzaaGNF GSR
songbirdsVoices of the Boreal Forest.
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September 9Gregg Bruff, Chief of Heritage
Education, Visitor Services, and Cultural
Resources Management at Pictured Rocks
National Lakeshore, gave an illustrated
presentation onThe Group of Seven and the
National Parks of Canada

October 14 David Wells of Naturally
Superior Adventures & Rocdnd Lodge
presented an illustratedcotour of the
Canadian Lake Superior Coastline

November 11 Dee Phinney of Curtis,
Michigan, presented an illustrated program
on Searching for Wild Orchids.

December 9 Holiday Meetind?oet Jillena
Rose, writer Les Askwith, and
songwriter/musician Susan Askwith were
the featured performers i\ Musical and
Literary Holiday Celebration

Thanks to Leslie Askwith, Marjorie Hall, and
Gerry Bennett for their contributions as
members of the program committee.

Submited by John Lehman, Program
Committee Chair
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Spatterdock; Garry Koteles
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